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Focus on Marriage Week Four
The Husband’s Love 
How did your parents prove their love for you? How have your friends proved their love for you?
Ephesians 5:25-33  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her  26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,  27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.  28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.  29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church--  30 for we are members of his body.  31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh."  32 This is a profound mystery-- but I am talking about Christ and the church.  33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.
Notes
· Jesus and his Church is the prime reality which human marriage illustrates; not visa versa 

· The husband’s love for his wife is to be modelled on Jesus’ love for his church
· The husband is to love his wife by sacrificing himself
· The husband loves with the purpose of sanctifying his wife

· The husband sanctifies his wife by washing her through the Word

· The husband’s greatest desire is to present his wife to Jesus without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless
· The husband is to care for and love his wife as thoroughly as he loves himself
· Because husband and wife are one flesh, the husband who loves his wife loves himself
· Paul links the husband’s love and the wife’s respect
Chat Time

How does this challenge, or go beyond, modern ideas of the husband’s role?

How can the wife make it more difficult for her husband to fulfil his role?  Easier?
Ephesians 5:1-2   Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children  2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Colossians 3:18-19   Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.  
1 Peter 3:7   Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.
Chat Time

Does Colossians 3 imply that husbands have a tendency to harshness?  
Why does God attach the answering of prayers to the treatment of wives?
Genesis 4:19  Lamech married two women, one named Adah and the other Zillah.
2 Samuel 11 
Malachi 2:13-16  Another thing you do: You flood the LORD's altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands.  14 You ask, "Why?" It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.  15 Has not the LORD made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth.  "I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel, "and I hate a man's covering himself with violence as well as with his garment," says the LORD Almighty. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith.
What are the main bad examples and warnings given to husbands in the OT?

What unloving tendency does this point to?
Chat Time
How will self-sacrifice be shown in day-to-day family life?
If husbands are to love with the purpose of sanctifying their wives; what should they therefore be doing? What are the things that hinder husbands and wives from doing this?
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CS Lewis from the Four Loves

"... the Christian law has crowned man in the permanent relationship of marriage, bestowing - or should I say, inflicting? - a certain "headship" on him. This is a very different coronation. And as we could easily take the natural mystery too seriously, so we might take the Christian mystery not seriously enough. Christian writers (notably Milton) have sometimes spoken of the husband's headship with a complacency to make the blood run cold. We must go back to our Bibles.  

The husband is the head of the wife just in so far as he is to her what Christ is to the Church. He is to love her as Christ loved the Church—read on—and give his life for her (Eph. 5:25). This headship, then, is most fully embodied not in the husband we should all wish to be but in him whose marriage is most like a crucifixion; whose wife receives most and gives least, is most unworthy of him, is—in her own mere nature—least lovable. For the Church has no beauty but what the Bride-groom gives her; he does not find, but makes her, lovely. The chrism of this terrible coronation is to be seen not in the joys of any man’s marriage but in its sorrows, in the sickness and sufferings of a good wife or the faults of a bad one, in his unwearying (never paraded) care or his inexhaustible forgiveness: forgiveness, not acquiescence. As Christ sees in the flawed, proud, fanatical or lukewarm Church on earth that Bride who will one day be without spot or wrinkle, and labours to produce the latter, so the husband whose headship is Christ-like (and he is allowed no other sort) never despairs. He is a King Cophetua who after twenty years still hopes that the beggar-girl will one day learn to speak the truth and wash behind her ears.
 To say this is not to say that there is any virtue or wisdom in making a marriage that involves such misery. There is no wisdom or virtue in seeking unnecessary martyrdom or deliberately courting persecution; yet it is, none the less, the persecuted or martyred Christian in whom the pattern of the Master is most unambiguously realised. So, in these terrible marriages, once they have come about, the “headship” of the husband, if only he can sustain it, is most Christ-like. 
Proverbs 5  My son, pay attention to my wisdom, listen well to my words of insight,  2 that you may maintain discretion and your lips may preserve knowledge.  3 For the lips of an adulteress drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil;  4 but in the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double-edged sword.  5 Her feet go down to death; her steps lead straight to the grave.  6 She gives no thought to the way of life; her paths are crooked, but she knows it not.  7 Now then, my sons, listen to me; do not turn aside from what I say.  8 Keep to a path far from her, do not go near the door of her house,  9 lest you give your best strength to others and your years to one who is cruel,  10 lest strangers feast on your wealth and your toil enrich another man's house.  11 At the end of your life you will groan, when your flesh and body are spent.  12 You will say, "How I hated discipline! How my heart spurned correction!  13 I would not obey my teachers or listen to my instructors.  14 I have come to the brink of utter ruin in the midst of the whole assembly."  15 Drink water from your own cistern, running water from your own well.  16 Should your springs overflow in the streets, your streams of water in the public squares?  17 Let them be yours alone, never to be shared with strangers.  18 May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth.  19 A loving doe, a graceful deer-- may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be captivated by her love.  20 Why be captivated, my son, by an adulteress? Why embrace the bosom of another man's wife?  21 For a man's ways are in full view of the LORD, and he examines all his paths.  22 The evil deeds of a wicked man ensnare him; the cords of his sin hold him fast.  23 He will die for lack of discipline, led astray by his own great folly.
Chat Time

How acute are the dangers of pornography, and online relationships with outsiders?
How do we best deal with this danger?
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Falling into the Tenderness Trap by Jim Newheiser

How it Starts. 
We are not talking about a situation in which the counselee or the counsellor began with wicked motives (Prov. 7:6ff). Instead, we are dealing with people who began with good intentions and wound up with disaster. Most of those who come for pastoral counselling are women. Most of these women are having problems in their marriages. In most cases the woman is seeking help from her Pastor that she might know how to better please God. The Pastor/Counsellor wants to faithfully minister the Word to her. He has probably taken precautions to avoid the appearance of evil or temptation (i.e. Open doors, Secretary nearby etc.). Still they are facing a situation filled with danger. Her husband doesn't have time for her and won't listen to her. The Pastor patiently and tenderly listens to her problems and expresses concern and compassion. He is the spiritual leader the husband has never been. In their sessions together she is finding genuine help from the encouragement he is giving her from the Scriptures. She seems to be drawing closer to the Lord. The Pastor is gaining a sense of fulfilment from this success in ministry (after having seen all too many "failures").

Danger Signs. 
As the counselling relationship progresses both the counsellor and counselee may begin to have thoughts which should have warned them before it was too late. She may be tempted to think, "If only my husband were a spiritual leader like him," or "I wish that I had married a man like this, who cares about my feelings." Of course if the counsellor/Pastor were ever to become involved with her, all that initially attracted her to him would no longer be true. The Pastor for his part may find that he enjoys having a woman so dependent upon him for advice and support. He is meeting her emotional needs. He is protective of her. He finds himself looking forward to their meetings. He might realize that he is having more intimate conversation with her than with his wife. Neither the Pastor nor the counselee has any intention of moving towards a romantic relationship, but bonding is taken place. By now, the thought of emotional involvement has probably occurred to one or both of them. They may both be intrigued by the male/female electricity of their friendship (thus far "low voltage"). To the degree that they recognize this temptation, these thoughts are quickly put aside, perhaps with a prayer of confession asking for strength. The Pastor just figures that this is a way that Satan is tempting him and that he needs to be strong. After all, counselling women is part of his job as an under-shepherd in God's flock. The woman trusts her Pastor as a man of God. She couldn't imagine that anything inappropriate could happen. 

Lines Crossed. 
At some point a line is crossed and one of them realizes that they have gone too far. Perhaps the Pastor finds himself violating some his own rules - i.e. meeting with her without anyone else in the office; or not telling his wife everything he should about the length, content, and frequency of their meetings; or physical contact (a hug or holding hands) which is outwardly supposed to be brotherly - yet they experience mixed emotions. They are enjoying the attention, attraction, and emotional involvement. Now the Pastor is finally getting worried. He realizes that he has gone too far, but the price of corrective action seems too high. If he goes to his fellow Elders and confesses his fault, he could experience terrible embarrassment. They might make a mountain out of a molehill. What if her husband gets upset or others in the church learn about this? Gossips would have a field day and his ministry could be ruined. Those inside or outside of the church who have been seeking an opportunity to bring him down would have their chance. If he were to tell his wife, she would be deeply hurt. She could also misunderstand and think that there was something wrong with her. So the Pastor rationalizes: Perhaps what he is doing isn't so bad after all. He is still preaching powerfully. Things seem to be going smoothly enough at home. God must not think that he is wrong, or he and the church wouldn't be so blessed. New members are coming. New ministries are being established. Why rock the boat? After all he hasn't actually committed adultery. He is a strong Christian leader. He can keep the situation under control without involving or upsetting others.

A Ministry Ruined. 
If one keeps playing with fire, sooner or later he will get burned - When lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished it brings forth death (James 1:15). Perhaps the "brotherly" hug or pat on the back is followed by a short kiss and then a longer one, or touching which is clearly more than "brotherly". Why didn't one of them stop it when this happened? While up to this point both of them were outwardly treating their relationship as purely pastoral, the emotional intimacy they had developed led very naturally to what happened. While both of them may have been shocked on one level, it seemed very natural on another. What happens next can vary. Many will go on to commit adultery. Some will still not cross the adultery line, but will continue taking fire into their bosom (Prov. 6:27). The great majority will not stop until they are caught. A few will finally turn themselves in. All will suffer greatly, and will watch others suffer as a consequence of their sin. 

Don't Trust Yourself. 
Some men will say, "This could never happen to me." Such a man will talk about how happy and fulfilled he is in his marriage. Furthermore, he knows that he is strong. He has never felt attracted to any members of his congregation or come close to crossing any lines in counselling relationships. Some men are confident that they are safe because of their older age or mediocre looks. Paul says Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall (I Cor. 10:12). A friend reminded me that women are most prone to fall for the tender caring men who know how to speak words of kindness. Many good (and even unattractive) men have fallen who never imagined that it could happen to them. Also, remember that you make your way down the road to ruin one step at a time. Satan knows that he probably cannot tempt you to immediately fall into adultery, so he is patient to bring you to that point little by little. 
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Jesus, the Bridegroom, Served His Bride, by John Piper
The simplest way to see submission is to remember that Jesus himself bound himself with a towel and got down on the floor and washed this disciples’ feet (the bridegroom, serving the bride), but not for one minute did any of the apostles in that room doubt who the leader was in that moment. In other words, mutuality of submission and servanthood do not cancel out the reality of leadership or headship. Servanthood does not nullify leadership; it defines it. Jesus does not cease to be the Lion of Judah when he becomes the lamb-like servant of the church.

After calling attention to the mutuality of submission or servanthood in verse 21, Paul devotes the whole passage through verse 33 to making distinctions between the role of the husband and the role of the wife—between the loving headship of a husband who takes his cues from Christ, and the willing submission of a wife who takes her cues from how the church is to follow Christ.

What we need to hear from this text today is not just a call to mutual submission that leaves young men groping for what it means to be a husband and young women groping for what it means to be a wife. What we need to hear is what headship and submission mean. What are the positive, practical implications of being called head that give man his distinct role in marriage? It is not enough to say, “Serve one another.” That is true of Christ and his church—they serve each other. But they do not serve each other in all the same ways. Christ is Christ. We are the church. To confuse the distinctions would be doctrinally and spiritually devastating. So also the man is the Christ-portraying husband, and the woman is the church-portraying wife. And to confuse these God-intended distinctions, or to abandon them, results in more disillusionment and more divorce and more devastation.

The Roles Are Not Arbitrary or Reversible

One of the things that are crystal clear in Ephesians 5 is that the roles of husband and wife in marriage are not arbitrarily assigned and they are not reversible any more than the role of Christ and the church are reversible. The roles of husband and wife are rooted in the distinctive roles of Christ and his church. The revelation of this mystery is the recovery of the original intention of covenant marriage in the Garden of Eden.

You can see this most clearly when you ponder what sin did to headship and submission and how Paul’s teaching here in Ephesians 5 is so perfectly suited to remedy that corruption. When sin entered the world, it ruined the harmony of marriage not because it brought headship and submission into existence, but because it twisted man’s humble, loving headship into hostile domination in some men and lazy indifference in others. And it twisted woman’s intelligent, willing, happy, creative, articulate submission into manipulative obsequiousness or groveling in some women and brazen insubordination in others. Sin didn’t create headship and submission; it ruined them and distorted them and made them ugly and destructive.

Recovering Roles from the Ravages of Sin

Now if this is true, then the redemption we anticipate with the coming of Christ is not the dismantling of the original, created order of loving headship and willing submission, but a recovery of it from the ravages of sin. And that’s exactly what we find here in Ephesians 5:21-33. Wives, let your fallen submission be redeemed by modeling it after God’s intention for the church! Husbands, let your fallen headship be redeemed by modeling it after God’s intention for Christ!

Therefore, headship is not a right to control or to abuse or to neglect. (Christ’s sacrifice is the pattern.) Rather, it’s the responsibility to love like Christ in leading and protecting and providing for your wife and family. And submission is not slavish or coerced or cowering. That’s not the way Christ wants the church to respond to his leadership and protection and provision. He wants the submission of the church to be free and willing and glad and refining and strengthening.

In other words, what Ephesians 5:21-33 does is two things: It guards against the abuses of headship by telling husbands to love like Jesus, and it guards against the debasing of submission by telling wives to respond the way the church does to Christ.
Defining Headship and Submission
So let me close for now with brief definitions of headship and submission and then come back next week, Lord willing, with practical application of what this headship in particular looks like.

Headship is the divine calling of a husband to take primary responsibility for Christ-like, servant leadership, protection, and provision in the home. (See next week’s message for the biblical basis of the words “leadership, protection, and provision.”)

Submission is the divine calling of a wife to honor and affirm her husband’s leadership and help carry it through according to her gifts.  A good deal is at stake here. I hope you take it seriously whether you are single or married, old or young. Not just the fabric of society hangs on this, but the revelation of the covenant-keeping Christ and his covenant-keeping church.
