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Focus on Marriage Week Three
The Wife’s Submission
What kinds of authority and leadership figures has God put into our lives? Why has God given us these authority figures? 
Ephesians 5:21-25  Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.  25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her
Chat Time

Do we feel defensive about saying wives should submit to their husbands?  If so, why?  How does our society misunderstand this teaching?
Notes
· God blesses and protects and rules us through delegated human leaders: parents, husbands, masters, pastors, governors.
· The Christian life involves ‘living in subjection’ to the leaders God has placed over us.

· The authority of these leaders is wholly derived from God, and limited to his revealed will.

· We thus subject ourselves to God-given authorities in the fear of Christ.
· For a wife, ‘living in subjection’ means recognising and supporting the leadership of her husband.
· The wife submits as to the Lord:  her submission springs from her devotion to the Lord, and is like that which she gives to the Lord.
· The model for the wife’s submission is to be the church’s submission to Jesus as Lord.
· Whereas Paul commands wives to ‘submit to’ (hypotassō, ‘order under’) their husbands, he commands children to obey (hypakouō, ‘hear under’) their parents.  Why the different choice of word?
More Chat 

What does the difference between obedience and submission mean in practice?  Is it the husband’s role to make his wife submissive?
Related Passages
Colossians 3:18-19 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.
1 Peter 3:1-7 Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. 4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight. 5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear. 7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.
Genesis 3:16 To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you."
[Desire here means basically desire to control.  Cf. Genesis 4:7… sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.]
Christopher Ash,  an excerpt from Married for God 
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The problem in Genesis 3 is not just that Adam and Eve disobeyed God, but that the serpent turned God’s proper order upside down.  Adam ought to have been giving a loving lead, Eve ought to have submitted to that lead, and they ought both together to have ruled over the unruly serpent.  Instead the serpent spoke to Eve, who listened to the serpent instead of to Adam, and Adam then listened to Eve instead of giving a godly lead.  And it all ended in tears....   

Relations between men and women have been badly soured by human disobedience to God.  Since the Fall both men and women have behaved badly towards one another.  This distorted relationship is beautifully restored in God’s pattern for marriage.  Men and women, who share equally in salvation in Christ, now learn as equals to relate as they ought to have related since the creation of the world....

Wives are not told to submit to their husbands because it happens to be the custom of the day.  Instead, the Apostles give ‘God reasons’ for them to do this... how God the Son relates to God the Father in the Trinity....

The really significant thing about the Ephesians passage is not that wives are to submit.  The real surprise is the much longer and more challenging command to husbands.  For if women behave badly, men behave badly at least as much, and seem here to need at least three times the correction (40 words for women, 115 for men.)

Read or listen to the excerpt from a sermon on Colossians 3

Final Chat…
How will this relationship of leadership and submission be carried out in the areas of:  1)  Spiritual leadership,  2) Raising children,  3)  Decision making.
How can the husband make it more difficult for his wife to submit to his leadership?  Easier?
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Notes from a sermon on Colossians 3:12-26

It’s hard for a wife to be submissive when you are frustrated by your husband’s indecision; when you are irritated by his moodiness or sulking; when you are frightened by his verbal abuse; when you are angered by his laziness; when you are betrayed by his infidelity; when you are demeaned by his insensitive sexual approaches; when you are wearied by doing both yours and his share of the normal work that is done in the house; when you are humiliated by his childishness; when you are feel a failure in the face of his unremitting perfectionism; when you are have no sense of security because he is not being affectionate and tender toward you;  when you are disappointed by his lack of leadership in the home when it comes to prayer or reading the Bible; when you are confronted by demanding and overbearing behaviour. It’s so hard to be a wife.  

It’s so much easier for a wife to be submissive when her husband has an uncompromising commitment to lead and care for her; when you are conscious that your husband has your real spiritual welfare at heart; when you know for certain that he only has eyes for you; when he is not influenced by the shape you are, or how much you are sagging; when he is the one who wants to bring the family to church, who wants to help the children trust and honour Jesus; when he is for you like Jesus is for the church.  And Jesus died for the church.
Audio Link: http://my.ekklesia360.com/Clients/sermonaudioplayer.php?CMSCODE=EKK&siteid=2331&sermonid=250040&useSkin=skin_plain.xml&CMS_LINK=http://my.ekklesia360.com&width=350&height=140
Wives Who Submit to Their Husbands from Colossians 3:18

By Sam Storms

The verb translated "submit" (Col. 3:18; Greek, “hypotasso”) carries the implication of voluntary yieldedness to a recognized authority. Biblical submission is appropriate in several relational spheres: (1) the wife to her husband (here and in Eph. 5:22-24); (2) children to their parents (Eph. 6:1); (3) believers to the elders of the church (Heb. 13:17; 1 Thess. 5:12); (4) citizens to the state (Rom. 13); (5) servants (employees) to their masters (employers) (1 Pt. 2:18); (6) each believer to every other believer in humble service (Eph. 5:21). So what does it mean? First, let’s note what it doesn’t mean. 

Submission is not grounded in any supposed superiority of the husband or inferiority of the wife (this is clear from Gal. 3:28 and 1 Pt. 3:7). The concept of the wife being the "helper" (Gen. 2:18-22) of the husband in no way implies her inferiority. In fact, the Hebrew word translated "helper" is often used in the OT to refer to God as the "helper" of mankind. Surely HE is not inferior to us! Rather, this passage means that (1) the husband, even before the fall into sin, was incomplete without his wife and that (2) the husband will never reach his full potential apart from the input and support of his wife. 

Submission does not mean a wife is obligated to follow should her husband lead her into sin. The biblical principle that we owe obedience to God first and foremost applies to Christian wives as well. If there must be a choice between obedience to God and obedience to the state, God is to be obeyed (Acts 5:29). The same would apply in a marriage. However, as Susan Foh has pointed out, "This qualification of the 'traditional' concept of wifely submission does not mean that the wife has an excuse to follow her 'better judgment' when she disagrees with her husband. The wife's submission to her husband is qualified by God's commands, not her own preferences, opinions, or even expertise." 

Submission does not mean the wife must suppress her creative energy or adopt a passive approach to life in general. One need only read Proverbs 31 to put this myth to rest. Note especially the emphasis in that paragraph on her initiative, creativity, tireless industry, etc. There is no biblically prescribed “personality” for wives, anymore than there is one for husbands. Husbands who exercise godly leadership can be introverts and wives who submit can be extroverts. 

Neither does submission entail silence. Many mistakenly think a wife is unsubmissive if she ever (1) criticizes her husband (constructive criticism that is lovingly motivated and corrective in nature is not inconsistent with godly submission); or (2) makes requests of him (in particular, that her husband and family act responsibly in private and public; submission of the wife is not an excuse for sin or sloth or sloppiness in the husband); or (3) teaches her husband (cf. Prov. 31:26; Acts 18:26; it is not inconsistent with godly submission that a wife be more intelligent or more articulate than her husband; on a personal note, I’ve probably learned more from my wife than from any other living soul). 

Finally, submission does not mean that everything a wife does must be directly dependent upon or connected to her husband. Submission does not mean the wife can never do anything for her own benefit or for the benefit of others or that she should never become involved in activities or ministries outside the home. It simply means that nothing she does should bring harm to her husband or undermine her primary responsibility to her family. 

What, then, does submission actually mean or entail? The following is by no means exhaustive, but here are a few suggestions. First, submission is the disposition to honor and affirm a husband's authority and an inclination to yield to his leadership. John Piper put it this way: 

"[Submission] is an attitude that says, 'I delight for you to take the initiative in our family. I am glad when you take responsibility for things and lead with love. I don't flourish when you are passive and I have to make sure the family works.' But the attitude of Christian submission also says, 'It grieves me when you venture into sinful acts and want to take me with you. You know I can't do that. I have no desire to resist you. On the contrary, I flourish most when I can respond creatively and joyfully to your lead; but I can't follow you into sin, as much as I love to honor your leadership in our marriage. Christ is my King.'" 

Second, submission is fundamentally an attitude and act of obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. This is clear both from Colossians 3:18 and especially Ephesians. 5:22. 

Third, submission is a commitment to support one's husband in such a way that he may reach his full potential as a man of God. This may involve several things: making the home a safe place, free from the sinful influence of the world; striving to be dependable and trustworthy (Prov. 31:11-12); providing affirmation and encouragement; building loyalty to him in the children (differences of opinion about discipline should be settled in private, away from the children, lest she be seen as taking sides against her husband); and showing confidence in his decisions. 
Marriage time 
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From The Marriage Course (2000), Alpha International Publications
Making time for one another

To build a close lifelong marriage relationship we need to give time to each other on a regular basis.

Unless we deliberately set aside time for each other each week, we’ll discover that the demands of work, parenting, finances and many other every disruptions and distractions, or simply taking each other for granted, will stop us being close.

Plan to spend, at the very least, 1-2 hours alone together each week to rekindle romance, to have fun, to talk together about your feelings (e.g. your hopes, feards, worries, excitements).  We call this marriage time.

The aim of marriage time is:
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To keep the romance alive

· To deepen our understanding and appreciation of each other

· To ensure we communicate regularly on a meaningful level

Marriage time builds intimacy.
How to make marriage time happen:
1.  Plan time together

It doesn’t happen automatically.  Find the best time for you.  Write it in your diaries.

2.  Prioritise your time together

Prioritising marriage time is consistently the most difficult thing to do, but the most important in terms of how it impacts your relationship.

3.  Protect your time together

Protect this time from interruptions and distractions such the telephone, visitors, the TV, and overlong working hours.
Proverbs 31:10-31  A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies.  11 Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value.  12 She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life.  13 She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands.  14 She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food from afar.  15 She gets up while it is still dark; she provides food for her family and portions for her servant girls.  16 She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.  17 She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks.  18 She sees that her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night.  19 In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle with her fingers.  20 She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.  21 When it snows, she has no fear for her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet.  22 She makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed in fine linen and purple.  23 Her husband is respected at the city gate, where he takes his seat among the elders of the land.  24 She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies the merchants with sashes.  25 She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come.  26 She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue.  27 She watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.  28 Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her:  29 "Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all."  30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  31 Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.
